Experimental details
The coordinates of the Η atoms were placed at idealized positions and refined as riding using the SHELXL-97 defaults [2] , The final structure was examined with PLATON [3] showing that there are no solvent-accessible voids in the crystal lattice. The crystal was weakly diffracting with only 40% of the reflections up to 25° satisfying the criteria/> 2 σ(Ι). This probably accounts for the somewhat large R w value.
There are two symmetry independent molecules in the asymmetric unit of the monoclinic cell. We have carefully checked for the presence of any missed crystallographic symmetry element relating the two molecules using the ADDSYM and NEWSYM tools of PLATON [3] but none was found.
Discussion
Porphyrins are important compounds with many uses in materials science [4] [5] [6] and in medicine as photosensitizers for photodynamic therapy [7] . Pyrroles are relevant intermediates in the synthesis of poiphyrins [8, 9] which have a core built of four pyrrole rings. Following our studies on porphyrin synthesis [10, 11] we have prepared several pyrrole derivatives with different substituents on the /^-positions. We report here the crystal structure of one of these derivatives, the 4-ethyl-3,5-dimethyl-l//-pyrrole-2-carboxylic acid ethyl esther. Bond distances and angles within the molecules are unexceptional and very similar for the two molecules. The 2-carboxyl acid ethyl ester groups are planar and lie in the same plane of the pyrrole ring in both molecules. The 3,5-dimethyl groups form an angle of « 100° with the pyrrole ring. This small deviation from the ideal value of 90°, determined by an ab-initio HF-LCAO quantum-mechanical calculation of the geometry of the isolated molecule using the GAMESS program [ 12] 
